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PASS STR ELECTRONICALLY FOR AMBASSADORS STRAUSS AND WOLFF 
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TAGS: ETRD, MTN, EC 

SUBJECT: GATT CIRCULATION OF CHRISTMAS PACKAGE OF MTN 
NEGOTIATING PAPERS 

1 . THE GATT DIRECTOR GENERAL HAS INSTRUCTED HIS 
SECRETARIAT TO BEGIN WRAPPING IN PRESENTATIONAL FORMAT A 
COMPREHENSIVE SET OF PAPERS FOR DISTRIBUTION TO ALL 
MTN PARTICIPANTS TO SERVE AS A BASIS FOR LAUNCHING THE 
SECOND PHASE OF INTENSIVE NEGOTIATIONS IN THE TOKYO 
ROUND. AN OVERVIEW DOCUMENT PREPARED BY THE SECRETARIAT 
REPORTING ON PROGRESS ACROSS THE FULL SCOPE OF THE MTN 
WILL ACCOMPANY THESE PAPERS WHICH WILL BE DISTRIBUTED 
BEGINNING THE DAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS EVE. 
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2. IN HIS COVERING NOTE, THE DIRECTOR GENERAL WILL POINT 
TO THE FOLLOWING ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE TOKYO ROUND: 

A) THE APPROVAL AND MAINTENANCE OF INITIAL TIMETABLE 
FOR REQUEST/OFFER PROCEDURES IN 
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(1) AGRICULTURE, 

(2) NON-TARIFF MEASURES, AND 

(3) QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS (UNDER NTM 
PROCEDURES). 

B) COMPLETION OF PAPERS DEVELOPED THROUGH PLURILATERAL 
SESSIONS SCOPING THE NEGOTIATIONS ON 

(1) GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT 

(2) CUSTOMS VALUATION 

(3) AUTOMATIC LICENSING 

(4) LICENSING TO ADMINISTER IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 

(5) STANDARDS 

(6) MEAT 

(7) DAIRY 

THESE PAPERS, ALL OF WHICH WILL BE REFERRED TO IN THE 
SECRETARIAT’S OVERVIEW OF NEGOTIATIONS ARE IN THE PROCESS 
OF BEING CIRCULATED AS SOON AS THEY CAN BE PHYSICALLY 
TRANSLATED, REPRODUCED AND DISTRIBUTED. 

C) SHORTER DRAFT TEXTS WILL ALSO BE ATTACHED, 

REFLECTING MINIMUM AGREEMENT POSITIONS BETWEEN THE U.S. 
AND THE EC ON 

(1) SUBSIDIES/COUNTERVAILING DUTIES 

(2) TARIFF REDUCTIONS 
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(3) SAFEGUARDS 

D) IN ADDITION, BRIEF PROGRESS STATEMENTS ARE BEING 
MADE IN THE SECRETARIAT S OVERVIEW PAPER CONCERNING THE 
WORK IN THE GROUPS DEVOTED TO TROPICAL PRODUCTS, SECTORS, 
AND FRAMEWORK. 

3. THESE DOCUMENTS ARE NOT BINDING ON ANY 
PARTICIPATING PARTY AND LEAVE THE USG AND OTHERS FULL 
LATITUDE TO ADD. DELETE, ELABORATE, OR ALTER POINTS OF 
VIEW AS THE ACTUAL NEGOTIATIONS PROCEED. AT THE SAME 
TIME, HOWEVER, THEY PROVIDE A THOUGHTFUL AND STUDIED 
BEGINNING BASIS TO FOCUS THE ATTENTION OF NEGOTIATORS ON 
THE KEY ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED IN THE SECOND PHASE OF 
THIS ROUND BEGINNING THE LATTER PART OF JANUARY. 

4. IN VIEW OF MTN DEL, U.S. POSITIONS HAVE NOT BEEN 
PREJUDICED BY THESE PAPERS. TO THE CONTRARY, THOSE ITEMS 
OF GREATEST INTEREST TO US ARE EITHER WELL REFLECTED IN 
THE INITIAL DOCUMENTS OR THE SUBJECTS ARE CLEARLY 
INCLUDED SO THAT WE CAN PURSUE THEM AS A PART OF BALANCING 
OUR OVERALL PRIORITIES AS NEGOTIATIONS PROCEED. 
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5. TO THE GATT SECRETARIAT AND THE VARIOUS MTN DELEGA- 
TIONS IN GENEVA, THIS PUBLICATION OF PRELIMINARY 
NEGOTIATING PAPERS REPRESENTS ONE OF THE MAJOR STEPS 
FORWARD IN MEETING THE DEMANDING TIMETABLE FOR THE TOKYO 
ROUND ESTABLISHED BY AMBASSADOR STRAUSS IN BRUSSELS IN 
JULY. IF THE EC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS ON JANUARY 17 
APPROVES THIS COMPREHENSIVE PACKAGE AS A BASIS FOR BEGIN- 
NING FULL NEGOTIATIONS, THE DEADLINE SHOULD BE READILY 
MET, THUS LAUNCHING THE TOKYO ROUND INTO ITS CRITICAL 
NEGOTIATING STAGE. MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY AND 
SUCCESSFUL NEW YEAR. MCDONALD 
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